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CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 5296 
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US PERM DEL TO UNESCO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SOPN, UNESCO NXB, XF, ID 
SUBJECT: PROPOSED ASIAN NEWS NETWORK 

REFS: (A) STATE 094646, (B) STATE 094648 

1 . PAO AND PRESS OFFICER CALLED ON M. NAHAR (REFTEL (B) ), DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR, INDONESIAN NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY, ANTARA, TO EXCHANGE VIEWS 
ON ASIAN NEWS NETWORK CONCEPT AND INDONESIA'S PARTICIPATION IN 
MEETING OF PRESS POOL NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES RECENTLY HELD IN JAKARTA. 


2. NAHAR AND MR. MASHOED, HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPT., 

ANTARA, EMPHASIZED THAT ASIAN NEWS NETWORK NOT RPT NOT SUBSTUTUTEFOR 
WESTERN NEWS AGENCY COVERAGE. HE SAID IT IS CLEAR THAT THIRD WORLD 
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NATIONS ARE FED UP WITH NEWS IMBALANCE AND THAT INTENT OF PRESENT 
THIRD WORLD EFFORTS IS TO CORRECT BALANCE. HE SAID KEY FACTOR TO NOTE 
ABOUT CONCLUSIONS DRAWN IN RECENT JAKARTA MEETING IS THAT THERE WAS 
COMPLETE AGREEMENT ON IDEA THAT PROPAGANDA NOT BE INCLUDED IN NEWS 
COVERAGE NAHAR EXPLAINED THAT INDONESIANS HAD IN MIND COMMUNIST 
PROPAGANDA 'SINCE COMMUNISTS ARE ALWAYS AGGRESSIVE'. 

NAHAR SAID REGIONAL NEWS CENTERS WILL BE SET UP IN ASIA, ONE IN 
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JAKARTA (WITH ANTARA NEWS IN FACT BECOMING THE CENTER) AND THE 
OTHER IN HANOI AND A THIRD IN INDIA. ROLE OF CENTERS TO BE TO 
SELECT AND EDIT MATERIALS. ACCORDING TO NAHAR AND MASHOED, IF 
EDITORS FIND AN ARTICLE BASED ON PROPAGANDA' IT WILL BE DISCARDED. 
NAHAR ADMITTED PRACTICAL DIFFICULTIES FACED BY ANTARA IN REJECTING 
PROPAGANDISTS ARTICULES OF MEMBERS OF NETWORK BUT HE INSISTED 
ANTARA WILL APPLY RULE FAIRLY. 

4. NAHAR NOTED THAT STRENGTH OF THE MODERATES BEING INCREASED IN 
THIS THIRD WORLD DISLOGUE AND NOTED ESPECIALLY ZAIRE, CHANA, 
NIGERIA AND KENYA AS, IN INDONESIAN VIEW, TAKING 
INCREASINGLY MODERATE STAND. HE SAID TANZANIA AND OTHERS STILL 
RADICAL BUT HE CONFIDENT MODERATE VOICES WILL BE HEARD. 

5. NAHAR AND MASHOED SIAD THAT POSITIVE OFFERS OF HELP FROM 
REUTERS, AP, UPI, AFP AND RECENTLY DEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTUR 

VERY WELCOME SIGNS OF CHANGED ATTITUDE ON PART OF WESTERN PRESS 
WHICH AS FIRST HOSTILE AND SUSPICIOUS. MASHOED MADE SPECIAL 
NOTE OF LETTER OF VICE PRESIDENT OF AP S. SWINTON EXPRESSING 
SUPPORT FOR NON ALIGNED NEWS POOL CONCEPT AND OFFERING AP HELP. 

6. WHEN PAO STATED THAT U.S. LOOKS WITH FAVOR ON DEVELOPING 
COMMUNICATIONS CAPACITY AND REMEDYING IMBALANCE OF INFORMATION 
FLOW SO LONG AS AIM IS TO INCREASE INFORMATION NOT RESTRICT, BOTH 
NAHAR AND MASHOED AGREEDTHAT THIS WAS THE BEST AND WISEST 
POLICY FOR THE U.S. TO HAVE AND WOULD IN LONG RUN BE BEST FOR ALL 
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CONCERNED. 

7. NAHAR SAID THAT INDONESIA DOES NOT MAKE USE OF RHETORIC IN 
THESE THIRD WORLD MEETINGS E.G. RAILING AGAINST IMPERIALISM AND 
CAPITALISM. IT TAKES A MODERATE STAND 'AND WINDS ITS WAY AMONG 
THE OTHER POWERS'. HE ALSO NOTED INDONESIA'S NEED FOR SENSITIVITY 
AND CONTROLS OF THE PRESS ESPECIALLY IN THE AREAS OF RACE (THE 
CHINESE POPULATION IN INDONESIA) AND RELIGION. BOTH QUESTIONS SO 
INCENDIARY THAT IF CONTROLS NOT USED, VIOLENCE CAN FLARE UP 
INSTANTLY WITH MANY CASUALTIES. 

8. NAHAR WILL ATTEND A MEETING TO BE HELD SOON IN TEHAN AND 

M. CHUDORY, CHIEF EDITOR, ANTARA WILL ATTEND MEETING IN STOCKHOLM. 
NAHAR INDICATED THAT THESE TWO MEETINGS WILL TAKE UP SPECIFIC PRESS 
MATTERS WHILE HAVANA MEETING DESIGNED TO COVER ALL MEDIA. NOTE: 
INDONESIAN DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PRESS AND GRAPHICS, SOEKARNO AND 
MRS. GANIS HARSONO OF DIRECTORATE RADIO TV AND FILM OF MOI 
REPRESENTED INDONESIA IN HAVANA. SOEKARNO WAS RECENT IV GRANTEE. 
MRS. HARSONO WILL SOON TRAVEL TO US AS IV GRANTEE. WILL ATTEMPT 
OBTAIN THEIR IMPRESSIONS HAVANA CONFERENCE ON THEIR RETURN. 
MASTERS 
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